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Rated 15.
Written and directed by Paolo Sorrentino. Cast: Toni
Servillo, Olivia Magnani, Adriano Giannini

Do not underestimate the Consequences of Love………
A beautifully understated, deeply affecting, darkly
comedic, mafia / gangster romantic crime thriller….The
Consequnces of love is all this and much more. Rather
than focusing on the "cool" mafioso criminals, this
superb film largely focuses instead on the life of a man
who is forced, by the mob (and circumstances outwith
his control), to spend his time waiting….8 years and
counting as he approaches his 50th birthday. He waits in
his hotel room……he waits in the hotel bar…….he
waits, perhaps, in the hope of being released from his
bond. Despite being isolated by the mob, he also isolates
himself, keeping a firm distance from human contact of
any real intimacy or deep friendship. Once a week he is
called into ‘action’ when he receives a mysterious
suitcase full of US dollars from a mysterious woman in
dark glasses, and it is apparently his job to take it to a
no-questions-asked Swiss bank to be counted and
deposited.

Tony Servillo, in the lead role of
Titta di Girolamo, gives a
beautifully restrained, subtle
performance, pulling off a lonely,
apparently cantankerous and aloof
middle aged man with always a hint
of class.

The film is expertly shot, starting
with what could be considered a
modern day Lawrence of Arabia
entrance as a man slowly
approaches the camera on a
travelator (above), and is perhaps a
deliberate nod to David Lean’s
opus.
Titta di Girolamo has spent
eight years living alone, in a hotel,
not working, no money worries but
effectively a prisoner. On the face
of it his only vices are cigarettes
and hanging around in the hotel bar,
though it transpires part way
through that he has a secret (and
perhaps unlikely) vice – every
Wednesday morning at 10 am he
takes heroin. Titta seems as if he's
waiting for something, for a secret
to be revealed, or something to
change. Titta’s ‘normal’ life
revolves around two aspects - his
‘work’ commitments and his drug
addiction, both aspects of his life
meticulously managed by Titta
down to the last detail.

He meets a beautiful much younger
woman, Sofia, (Olivia Magnani, above),
an employee of the hotel. Eventually his
habits will be completely altered, due to
the afore mentioned ‘Consequences of
Love’. One day after her shift is
finished, Sophia tells Titta that he has
ignored her for two years. Soon after
they begin a tentative friendship, and
Titta declares to Sophia that ‘sitting at
this bar may be the most dangerous
thing I have ever done……..’. This may
be so, but Titta rediscovers his zest for
life without chemical enhancement and
the film subsequently follows his path
back to humanity, with Titta starting to
take risks that previously he would never
have dreamed of taking.

Future Plans…….Do not underestimate the
Consequences of Love………
It is somewhat unclear to this (perhaps
naïve!) viewer upon firsy viewing whether it
is a paternal love or a romantic / sexual love
he feels for Sophia – perhaps a discussion
point for after the film !

Toni Servillo as di Girolamo (above) is
simply outstanding and it is no
surprise that Sorrentino has continued
to work with him subsequently in all
but one of his films including The
Great Beauty (2013) and his latest
project film, Loro, where Servillo plays
the notorious media tycoon and
politician Silvio Berlusconi (this seems
a strange choice of film for Sorrentino)
– to be released in 2018.

The film itself is shot mostly within the
confines of the hotel which is his
home, giving Titta's claustrophobia
and alienation a vividness that is only
enhanced by the outstanding work by
cinematographer Luca Bigazzi. The
film's soundtrack uses atmospheric
electronica and postrock music to
great effect, with songs from bands
such as Mogwai and Terra Nova, with
sudden, unexpected swings in mood.

Sorrentino shows us other parts of
Titta’s life; there are poignant scenes
in which family impinge on his life. His
estranged wife makes an exasperated
telephone call and Titta has a testy
conversation with his angry teenage
daughter. His son does not want to
talk to him. And there is a funny and
unexpected appearance by his selfconfident and outgoing younger
brother who is a handsome surf
instructor with ‘rock star’ hair (below!)
and has a comically non-connection
with his depressive older sibling.

This is a tense, darkly comedic and
tragic portrait of a life suspended and
an attempt to start living that life
again before it’s too late. For film fans,
this movie is simply unmissable.
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