Full Metal Jacket
1987, USA, Colour, War, Drama Rated 15, 116 mins.
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Directed by Stanley Kibrick Cast:Matthew Modine, R. Lee
Ermey, Adam Baldwin, Dorian Harewood, Vincent D’Onofrio

A full metal jacket bullet is a small-arms projectile consisting of a
soft core (often lead) encased in a shell of harder metal, and was
commonly used by Marines in Vietnam.
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Full Metal Jacket is Stanley Kubrick’s acclaimed film set at the
time of the Vietnam war, based on the novel The Short Timers, a
1979 semi-autobiographical novel from Gustav Hasford who
served as a combat correspondent with the 1st Marine Division
during the Tet Offensive of 1968. The novel was later adapted for
the screen by Hasford, Kubrick and Michael Herr. Herr was the
author of the acclaimed Dispatches, a memoir of his time in
Vietnam as a war correspondent. Herr also wrote the trance-like
narration (voiced by Martin Sheen) in Coppola’s Vietnam war epic,
Apocalypse Now, recently screened by InFiFa.

known American actor. As an aside, Kubrick
told Harewood that he made Full Metal
Jacket as "his answer to Rambo" to show
what war's really like.
Scene stealing R. Lee Ermey

Hasford (pictured above in Vietnam)
based many of the characters and
names on soldiers he lived and worked
with. Joker is likely to be (at least
partly) based on himself (Joker is also
a combat correspondant in the film).
Private Joker’s shirt at boot camp
reveals that his real name is J.T. Davis.
It’s a deliberate reference to James T.
Davis, the first officially recognized
U.S. casualty in Vietnam, killed in
1961.

:
‘You’re so ugly, You could be a modern art
masterpiece’

R. Lee Ermey, above, who sadly passed
away last year, played tough drill instructor
Gunnery Sgt Hartmann and dominates the
first half of the film in scene stealing form.
Ermey had been a real-life Marine drill
instructor during the Vietnam War. Kubrick
Casting Full Metal Jacket
Arnold Schwarzenegger was Kubrick’s had hired him as an adviser, but Ermey
wanted to play Hartmann, so he made an
first choice to play Animal Mother,
audition reel in which he spouted a
the Marine corp squad’s nihilistic M60 machine gunner in the second half spontaneous stream of foul-mouthed
insults directed at a group of extras, all the
of the film. Arnie, approaching the
peak of his fame, couldn’t fit it into his while having oranges and tennis balls
thrown at him for 15 minutes. Not only did
schedule as he was shooting Sci Fi
all this win him the job, Kubrick allowed him
flick The Running Man at the time.
Bruce Willis was also in the frame for a to write 50% of his own dialogue (unheardrole, but was still contracted to the TV of from the controlling Kubrick). It’s fair to
say that, whether it came naturally or not,
show that made him famous –
Ermey was a revelation in the role and
Moonlighting with Cybill Shepard.
some of his dialogue from the film is oft
Denzel Washington was under serious quoted (one of the cleaner examples
consideration for the role of Eightball, above!), leading to subsequent constant
another member of the marine corps employment as a fine character actor (and
‘voice artist’) for the rest of his life.
squad, though in the end it went to
Dorian Harewood, a relatively well

Shooting Full Metal Jacket
Matthew Modine (who played the
central role of Private Joker and who
documented the year-long shoot in
photographs and published them in a
book called Full Metal Jacket Diary)
recalled that he and the other actors
playing Marines underwent realistic
boot camp training, which included
being yelled at by Ermey for up to 10
hours a day. They also had to have
their heads shaved once a week.

Vincent D’Onofrio (Pvt Pyle)
The bombed-out city of 'Hue' in
'Vietnam' was famously filmed in the
vast abandoned gasworks at Beckton,
on the north bank of the Thames.
Researchers painstakingly went
through dozens of photos of the real
war torn Hue. Kubrick then spent two
months carefully destroying the gas
works, blowing up buildings and
strategically punching holes in others
with a wrecking ball, all with the
photographs of Hue circa 1969 as his
guide. 200 palm trees were then
brought into the area to create a
tropical effect. Modine claimed that
the gas works was an environmental
disaster area, strewn with asbestos
and other toxins, that made cast and
crew ill.

So, what’s the story?
It is too simple to say this is simply a
‘Vietnam war film’ or a war film in
general. The first half of FMJ is set
during boot camp back home in
America, with the second half based in
Vietnam. Kubrick was really making a
film about the effects of war – what
happens when naïve young men go
through the process of becoming
killers – and hence also touching on
the duality of man (directly referenced
in a very funny scene with Joker being
quizzed by a General about having
both ‘Born To Kill’ and a peace badge
on his helmet).
In this respect, FMJ is much
closer to Masakai Kobayashi’s peerless
The Human Condition trilogy (picture
below)– also set in a war (WWII) but
also looking much deeper, this time
into what’s it like to be human. The
second film, The Road to Eternity, is
very similar to FMJ. The first half is set
in a brutal Japanese boot camp with
the second half full of war scenes and
action. Sound familiar ?

Whether Kubrick was influenced by
The Human Condition we may never
know, but rest assured that Full Metal
Jacket was his last truly great film. And
like all truly great films, once seen
never forgotten.
Mark MacLennan, InFiFa

Coming next in our Desert Island Films
(Part 2) Season on Tuesday 25th June 2019
at 7.15 pm at Eden Court Cinema…

www.facebook.com/infifa

Inverness Film Fans (InFiFa) meet fortnightly at Eden Court
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free and for more info go to:
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